ALPHABET POETRY – 4/19
Poetry is not just about structure and form.  “Free Verse” poetry is one where the style, length, number of words on a line…all of it is chosen by the author.  While this sounds easier than structured poems, watch out!  Sometimes coming up with every idea can be a little harder than you think.  The important thing is to have fun.  

An Alphabet Poem is part structured and part free verse.  

Rules: 1) You can only use 26 words – one for each letter of the alphabet.

            2) Your words have to be in alphabetical order. 

That’s it!  The rest is up to you. 

STEP ONE:  Choose a topic to write about: ____________________ (This will be the title)

STEP TWO: Think of words that relate to your topic – make sure you use each letter of the alphabet. 

STEP THREE: Choose the words you want and create your poem!  Remember – only one word for each letter – 26 in all – for your poem. (yes – you can choose a hyphenated word). 

NOTE: YOU ARE NOT WRITING A LIST OF 26 WORDS.  The idea is to create one-, two-, and even three-word phrases…but always in alphabetical order! 

Here are two examples: 
FOOD






SHOES

Apples





 
Adidas
Bubbly corn dishes




big, clumsy, dirty

Eating favorites




elegant fashionable grand heels

Greedy helpings




interesting

Ices






jive, kooky loafers
Juicy kumquats




muddy Nikes,
Luscious melons




old, pointy

Nuts, orange peelings,



queen-sized

Quiche





ridiculous sneakers

Ripe strawberries, tacos



toes up,
Unlimited vegetables



very wide,
Wieners





xceptional, yellow

xcellent, yummy zucchini



zany.

(YES – I know that the words are really spelled “excellent” and “exceptional.”  This is known as “poetic license.”  In poetry I can use creative spelling to help make a word fit in a poem.  You shouldn’t use it all the time…only in special circumstances (such as humorous poetry. 
(Don’t’ try this when writing an essay!)
Use the back of this paper to brainstorm your poem.  Write your final draft on a clean sheet of lined paper.  No illustration needed.  Don’t forget the title.  Make sure you only have 26 words, in alpha order.  Don’t sneak an extra ‘and’ or ‘the’ somewhere in the poem…that is not allowed!  
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