CINQUAIN POETRY (sin-cane)  

Here’s another structured poem for you to try.  The Cinquain is somewhat similar to a Haiku in that each line has to have a specific number of syllables, but it does not have to rhyme.  It is different from a Haiku because there are five lines instead of three.  Here’s an example: 

Mantis




(2-syllables stating the topic of your poem)

Stick predator



(4 syllables describing your topic)

Stalking, lurking, searching

(6 syllables expressing action)


Slenderly fashioned by nature

(8 syllables expressing a feeling or feelings)

Killer




(2 syllables, a synonym for your topic.)

Easy, right?  Here’s another one: 

Rainstorm

Heavy, awesome

Drenching, penetrating

Renewing the earth’s dry, cracked land

Puddles

Now, it’s time for you to try.  Just follow the instructions and pattern above and you’ll be writing a poem in no time at all. 

	1) Think of a topic: ____________________________________________
	

	2) Think of words to describe your topic:
	
	

	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	3) Think of "-ing" or "-ed" words to describe your topic
	
	

	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	4) Think of some phrases that capture some feeling about your topic; remember, you can only have 8 syllables – no more, no less.   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	5) Think of some synonyms for your topic (2 syllables!) It could be 1 or 2 words. 

	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Use the back to do your brainstorming.  Write your final draft on a clean sheet! 
Once you’ve got one…do another on a different topic.  Use the same sheet of paper for both poems.

Both are due on the due date.
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